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Agricultural Labours and Farmers in India.
CASE STUDY
In India nearly two out of every five rural families are agricultural labourer families. All of them depend on the work they do on other people’s fields to earn a living. Many of them are landless and others may own very small plots of land.
1. In India, how many of the rural families are agricultural labour families?
2. How do they earn?
3. What is the main difference between a landless farmer and a small farmer?
 In case of small farmers, their land is barely enough to meet their needs. In India 80% of farmers belong to this group. Only 20% of India’s farmers are large and rich farmers. These large farmers cultivate most of the land in the village. A large part of their produce is sold in the market. Many of them have started other business such as shops, moneylending, trading, small factories etc.
1.  In case of small farmers, their land is barely enough to meet their needs. Why?
2. How much percentage in India are small and large farmers?
3. How do the large farmers earn for their living?
Apart from farming, many people in rural areas depend upon collection from forest, animal husbandry, dairy produce, fishing etc.
For example, in some villages in central India, both farming and collection from the forest are important sources of livelihood. Collection of mahua, tendu leaves, honey, to be sold to traders, is an important source of additional income.
1. Apart from farming, how do many people in rural areas earn?
2. Mention two occupations of the villagers in central India.
3. List some of the additional income of the villagers, apart from farming.
 Selling milk to village cooperative society or taking milk to the nearby town may be the main source of livelihood for some families. In coastal areas, in India, we find fishing villages. People here earn their living by fishing. 
1. What is a major source of income for village families?
2. Where in India do we find fishing villages? How do the people here earn their living?

