
VITAL VILLAGES, THRIVING TOWNS
SOME QUESTIONS AND THEIR ANSWERS
Question: Why has Mathura been an important settlement for more than 2500 years?
Answer: Mathura has been an important settlement for more than 2500 years because
· Mathura was located at the cross roads of two major routes of travel and trade – from the North – West to the East and from the North to the South.
· There were fortifications around the city, and several Shrines.
· Farmers and herders from adjoining areas provided food for people in the city.
· Mathura was also a centre where some extremely fine sculpture was produced.
· Around 2000 years ago Mathura became the second capital of the Kushanas.
· Mathura was also a religious centre as there were Buddhist monasteries, Jain shrines.
· It was an important centre for the worship of Krishna.
· Several inscriptions on surfaces such as stone slabs and statues have been found in Mathura.

Question: Give an account of the inscriptions recording gifts which were found in Mathura.
Answer: The inscriptions found in Mathura record gifts made by men and sometimes by women to monasteries and shrines. These were made by Kings and Queens, officers, merchants and craft persons who lived in the city. For instance, inscriptions from Mathura mention goldsmiths, blacksmiths, weavers, basket makers, garland makers, perfumers.


Questions: Give an account of the craft and craftsperson of the Northern part of the Subcontinent.
Answer: According to the archaeological evidence for crafts. 
· These include extremely fine pottery, known as the Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW). It gets its name from the fact that it is generally found in the northern part of the subcontinent.

Many crafts may not have survived. We know from the text that the manufacture of cloth centres were famous at Varanasi in the North and Madurai in the South. Both men and women worked in these centres.

Questions: What were Shrenis?  How did the different Shrenis worked differently?
Answer: Many crafts persons and merchants formed associations known as Shrenis.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These Shrenis of crafts persons provided trainings, produced raw materials and distributed finished products.
The Shrenis of merchants organised the trade. 
Shrenis also served as bank, where rich men and women deposited money. This was invested, and part of the interest was returned or used to support religious institutions such as monasteries.

Question: Explain in short the features of Arikamedu Settlement.
Answer: Between 2200 and 1900 years ago, Arikamedu was a coastal settlement where ships unloaded goods from distant lands. 
A massive brick structure, which may have been a warehouse, was found at the site.
Other finds:
Pottery from the Mediterranean region; such as amphorae which was a tall double- handled jar that contained liquids such as wine or oil.
Stamped Red- Glazed Pottery, known as Arretine Ware, named after a city in Italy. This was made by pressing wet clay.
There was yet another kind pottery which was made locally, though Roman designs were used. 
Roman lamps, glassware, and gems have also been found at the site.
Small tanks have been found that were probably dyeing vats, used to dye cloths. 
There is plenty of evidence for making of beads from semi-precious stones and glass. 



 
 
