Singular Plural

v = [ \
Adoglisia Fdngnin‘%ﬂ. Jennyland Rita are playing together.

Subject-Verb Agreement

Collective nouns - taam, family, group, crew, gang, class,
L faculty, and the like - take a singular verb f the nounis
N considereda unit, butthey take a plural verb f the groupis

considered as a number of individuals.
i;‘}h/}%

/ ,% ' The team is playing well tonight,
ffl“% ' The team are getting dressed.
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[In this sentence, the individuals are acting not as a
Uit but separately.|

If you don't ike the way the sentence sounds, rewrite
It

' The members of the team are getting dressed. j
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Subject-Verh Agreement

Altermative Subjects -that 15, Subjects oined br 0r, o, eitherlor
nellher/nor, not only/hut lso - should be handled n the ollowing
manner;

I the Sbjects are hoth singular, the verd Is Singular.
" Tomas or Mary 15 picking you up at the airper,

1 the sjects are plural, the verh 18 plura,

" Nelther the students northe teachers were Impressed by his
comments

FOWeVer, If one ofthe subjects s Singular and the other suject s
pllal, the Verb aqrees Withthe nearer sibject,

" Elther her sons or thelr mother feeds the dog each day.
¥ Elther thelr mother or her sons feed the dog each day. j
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" paul asks, ‘What time
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, (are/ amfis) it?

" [Lmesteessstensssnn, (is/ Was/am) already asleep then.
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Verb + - | :
: e - peloW:
Notice the addition of -5 after verbs in some of the example centences given
Examples:

He studies geagraphy every day, The boy plays:

The addition of -s after a verb occurs under two conditions- /
mal/tfee

it " anl
condition 1: when the subject is singular except “I" Of “you (helshe/

friend/sky ... |
ead .
condion 2:when the vers i th presntense e/ SE<P gancel

raverb.

The table given here shows us when -s is added afte

person
1st person | we |0 S "=
# B B BT Jeats/drinks]
S | |
3 person he/she/it/friend/cow/ ll / |goesfeats/dn"
dantmanjable | 1
| b  They 1 X(goes/eatS/drmks)
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ethe verbs in agreement with their subjects.
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\‘ Subject-Verb Agreement - ~

The subject of a sentence must agree with the verb,

Notice the verbs in the two sentences below.

In the first sentence, only one person is reading, so the present tense
ver is "reads.” The verb (reads) agrees with the subject (Ben )

Ben reads o book,

Ben and Sam read a book,

In the second sentence, two people are reading, so the present tense
verb is "read.” The verb (read) agrees with the subject (Ben and Sam ),

Read each sentence below, Choose the correct verb that agrees with the

subject,

L. Billy to buy anew skateboard, (want, wants)

2. Those two boys to buy new skateboards, (want, wants)
1, Grandpa a hamburger far dinner, {cook, cooks)

. Grandma and Grandpa dinner together, (cook, cooks)

5 The dogs wihen the mall carrer comes, (growl, growls)

6, The brown dog when someone comes in. (growl, growls)
7. Allthree computers when you tum them on, (beep, beeps)
B, That computer when you turn it an, (beep, beeps)

9, The baskethall across the court, (roll, rolls)

10, Three tennis balls across the court, (roll, rolls)




Leps Practise,

Now complete the sentences by using verbs to match with their subjects.

1, My brother whotravelsto many BIES 1 COMING O tOLY ifare]

2. Horses With alongtal my favourite. {is/are)

3, The cyclones that pass through our State ...
o oing othe circus today ifare

oo 3ot of harm, dofd
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