CHAPTER – NEW EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS - PART-II
1. Discuss the position of the Ordinary People in the Gupta’s period.
Answer: Position of the Ordinary People of India in the Gupta’s period:
Books of that period give us a glimpse of the lives of ordinary people of India. For example: Kalidasa (a great Sanskrit poet) tell us about the life in the King’s court. Most Brahmins are shown as speaking Sanskrit. Women and men, other than the ruler and Brahmins, use Prakrit.

CASE STUDY
Abhijana Shakuntalam
A fisherman found a precious ring, which the king Dushyanta had given to Shakuntala, but which had been accidentally swallowed by a fish. When the fisherman went to the palace with the ring, the gatemen accused him of theft, and the chief police officer was rather rude. However the king was happy when he saw the ring and sent a reward for the fisherman. Then, the police officer and the gatemen decided to take a share of the reward, and went along with the fisherman to have a drink.   
1. Who wrote the famous play, ‘Abhijana Shakuntalam’?
2. Who was Dushyanta?
3. Who was Shakuntala?
4. Who got the ring which the king Dushyanta had given to Shakuntala?
5. Who swallowed the ring?
6. Who accused the fisherman of theft?
7. Why did the king send a reward to the fisherman?
[bookmark: _GoBack]8. What were the attitudes of the police officer and the gatemen when the fisherman got the reward?
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