Chapter – 2 History On the Trail of the Earliest People (KEY NOTES) SET 1 (16.05.20)
 • Human life has evolved over millions of years. In early stages, men were hunters and food gatherers. 
They hunted wild animals, fishes and gathered fruits, nuts and seeds.
 • Why did the Earliest people lead a Nomadic life: (i) If they stayed at one place, resources like plant and animal would finish. (ii) Plants bear different fruits in different seasons. So, man too had to move in search of these, as per seasons. (iii) People had to move wherever water was available. 
• How do we Know about Early People: 
(i) Archaeologists have found out several tools used by hunter gatherers. (ii) Tools were made of stone, wood, etc. (iii) Tools were used to cut meat, chop fruits, etc. (iv) Wood was used to make huts and firewood. 
• Where did Early Man Live: (i) Early man lived near sources of water. (ii) They lived in places where stones were found and people made tools. (iii) The place was called factory sites. (iv) The factory sites were found near discarded blocks of stone. (v) These were known as habitation-cum-factory sites.
 • Stone Age: 
(i) The period when mostly stone tools were made is known as stone age. (ii) It is divided into three parts: (a) Paleolithic or Old Stone Age (b) Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age (c) Neolithic or New Stage Age 
• Making Stone Tools: Stone tools were made using two techniques: stone on stone and pressure flaking.
 • Man Discovers Fire: (i) Accidentally one of the biggest discoveries made by man was fire. NCRTSOLUTIONS.IN Material Downloaded From http://www.ncrtsolutions.in www.ncrtsolutions.in Portal for CBSE Notes, Test Papers, Sample Papers, Tips and Tricks (ii) Over a period of time man learnt several uses of fire. (iii) It was used in winters to keep warm and use it in the art of cooking food. 
• Early Rock Paintings: (i) Man early caves had paintings on the walls. (ii) These were found in M.P. and Southern U.P. (iii) Early man’s painted and what they felt in these paintings. (iv) They depicted men hunting, women grinding, children jumping, etc. 
• The Deccan: (i) Paleolithic sites have been found in the Deccan. (ii) Some major sites are 
Chirki - Nevasa in Maharashtra.
 • Kurnool in Andhra Pradesh and Hungsi in Karnataka: (i) Rivers like Godavari, Krishna and Tapti drained the region. (ii) Large number of Paleolithic tools made from stone have been found along the river. (iii) Archaeologists are studying these tools carefully to understand the life of early man. (iv) Bones, horns and tusks of animals like elephant and wild ox have been found.  
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On The Trail of the Earliest People 
Q1. Fill in the blanks.
                       i.        Grasslands developed around 12000 years ago.
                      ii.        The earliest people painted on walls of the cave.
                     iii.        Traces of ash have been found in the Kurnool caves.
                     iv.        Perennial lakes and rivers have water throughout the year.
                       v.        Palaeolithic period covers 99% of human history.
 
Q2. True/False
                        i.        In Hunsgi, tools were made of limestone. True
                       ii.        Grasslands developed in many areas around 1,000 years ago. False
                     iii.        Tools in Hunsgi were made of limestones. True
                     iv.        Early man who lived on the banks of the rivers went in search of water during the rainy season. False



Q3. Name the shelter of early men.
Ans. caves
 
Q4. Write examples of habitation sites.
Ans. These include caves and rock shelters.
 
Q5. Name the earliest period of history given by archaeologists.
Ans. Palaeolithic period
 
Q6. What kind of colours was used in the cave paintings?
Ans. Colours were made from minerals like ochre or iron ore, and charcoal.
 
Q7. How was wood used in the past?
Ans. Wood was used as firewood. It was also used to make huts and tools.
 
Q8. Write any two grain bearing grasses.
Ans. Grain bearing grasses includes wheat, barley and rice etc.
 
Q9. List the foods hunter-gatherers ate.
Ans. Foods hunter-gatherers ate fruits, roots, nuts, seeds, leaves, stalks and eggs.



Q10. What is Hunsgi famous for?
Ans. Hunsgi is famous because number of early Palaeolithic sites was found here.
 
Q11. What does the rock paintings of Madhya Pradesh and Southern Uttar Pradesh depicts?
Ans. Rock paintings of Madhya Pradesh and Southern Uttar Pradesh depict animals and hunting scenes.
 
Q12. What are factory sites?
Ans. Places where stone was found and where people made tools are known as factory sites.
 
Q13. What are microliths?
Ans. Stone tools found during this period are generally tiny, and are called microliths.
 
Q14. What tools would you use today for cutting fruit? What would they be made of?
Ans. Today for cutting fruit we would use knives, which are usually made of iron or steel.
 
Q15. How can we say that the people of Kurnool caves were familiar with fire?
Ans. Traces of ash have been found in Kurnool shows that people were familiar with fire.
 
Q16. Why people chose to live in natural caves?
Ans. People chose these natural caves because they provided shelter from the rain, heat and wind.



Q17. What did hunter-gatherers do to sustain themselves?
Ans. They hunted wild animals, caught fish and birds, gathered fruits, roots, nuts, seeds, leaves, stalks and eggs.
 
Q18. What qualities people need to have while hunting animals or catching fish?
Ans. To hunt animals or catch fish and birds, people need to be alert, quick, and have lots of presence of mind.
 
Q19. Write about the paintings found from Madhya Pradesh and southern Uttar Pradesh?
Ans. Paintings found from Madhya Pradesh and southern Uttar Pradesh show wild animals, drawn with great accuracy and skill.
 
Q20. Where are natural caves and rock shelter found?
Ans. Natural caves and rock shelters are found in the Vindhyas and the Deccan plateau. These rock shelters are close to the Narmada valley.

Q21. Where Ostrich egg shells were found in India in the Palaeolithic Age?
Ans. Ostriches were found in India during the Palaeolithic period. Large quantities of ostrich egg shells were found at Patne in Maharashtra.
 
Q22. Collecting plant produce needs lot precautions. Why?
Ans. To collect plant produce, you need to find out which plants or parts of plants are edible, that is, can be eaten, as many can be poisonous.
 
Q23. Find out the states where Bhimbetka, Hunsgi and Kurnool are located?
Ans. Bhimbetka – Madhya Pradesh
       Hunsgi - Karnataka
       Kurnool – Andhra Pradesh
 
Q24. Traces of ash have been found in Kurnool caves. What it suggests?
Ans. Traces of ash have been found here. This suggests that people were familiar with the use of fire. Fire could have been used for many things: as a source of light, to cook meat, and to scare away animals.



Q25. What led to the development of grasslands?
Ans. Around 12,000 years ago there were major changes in the climate of the world, with a shift to relatively warm conditions. In many areas, this led to the development of grasslands.
 
Q26. What do you understand by sites?
Ans. Sites are places where the remains of things (tools, pots, buildings etc.) were found. These may be found on the surface of the earth, buried under the earth, or sometimes even under water.
 
Q27. List three ways in which hunter-gatherers used fire. Would you use fire for any of these purposes today?
Ans. Fire could have been used for many things: as a source of light, to cook meat, and to scare away animals.
Today, we use fire for cooking food and to keep ourselves warm.
 
Q28. Many paintings show hunting scenes in which the animals are shown struck with arrows and spears. Why do you think early men made such paintings?
Ans. It is possible that these paintings were done on ceremonial occasions. Or perhaps they were made for special rituals, performed by hunters before they went in search of prey.



Q29. Write one point of difference between perennial and seasonal rivers?
Ans. Difference between perennial and seasonal rivers
	Perennial rivers
	Seasonal rivers

	Many rivers and lakes that have
water throughout the year are called
Perennial rivers.
	Many rivers have water during particular season i.e. rainy season are called Seasonal rivers.


 
Q30. What were stone tools used for?
Ans. Some of these stone tools were used to cut meat and bone, scrape bark (from trees) and hides (animal skins), chop fruit and roots. Some may have been attached to handles of bone or wood, to make spears and arrows for hunting. Other tools were used to chop wood, which was used as firewood.
 
Q31. Write a note on habitation-cum-factory sites.
Ans. We usually find blocks of stone, tools that were made and perhaps discarded because they were not perfect, and chips of waste stone left behind at these sites. Sometimes, people lived here for longer spells of time. These sites are called habitation-cum-factory sites.



Q32. Is there any way of finding out whether women hunted, or men made stone tools, whether women painted or men gathered fruits and nuts?
Ans. At present, we do not really know. However, there are at least two possibilities. It is likely that both men and women may have done many of these things together. It is also possible that some tasks were done only by women and others only by men.


