
EnglishLiterature

Class:VIII

Macavity:TheMysteryCat

SummaryofMacavity:TheMysteryCat

Macavityisamysterycatbecausenocrimeagencywas

everabletoarrestthiscriminalmastermindduringorafter

hiscommittingacrime.Theycouldnevergethispaw-

prints.ScotlandYardandFlyingSquadmostshamefully

accepttheirdefeatbeforeMacavity.Hence,thecatis

bafflementforthem.

ItissaidthatMacavityisnowherefound.Itisverydifficult

tomeetamastervillainlikeMacavityanywhereandthere

isnoonewhoevermetMacavity;anotherreasonisthatit

isimpossibletomeetanexceptionalcatlikeMacavityin

thewholeworld.

Asperthelawofgravity,everyobjectispulleddowntothe

earth’ssurfacebutMacavity,beingexceptional,never

comesdownonceheescapesfrom asceneofcrime.

Beingthecriminalmastermind,aninternationallywanted

criminal,Macavityisawakeandvigilantthoughheappears

tobeasleep.Macavityspendsmostofitstimethinking

andplotting.

Hiseyesaresunkenin,browisdeeplylinedwiththought,

hisheadishighlydoomed,hiscoatisdustyfrom neglect,



andhiswhiskersareuncombedbecausehedoesn’thave

allthattimetocareforhisbodyandappearance.Heis

whathisbrainis.

ImportantQuestionsandAnswers:

1.WhyisMacavitycalledaMysteryCat?

Macavityisamysterycatbecausenocrimeagencywas

everabletoarrestthiscriminalmastermindduringorafter

hiscommittingacrime.Theycouldnevergethispaw-

prints.

2.Macavityisalsoknownas‘HiddenPaw.’Why?

MacavityisalsoknownasHiddenPawbecauseofits

secretivecharacter.Aftercommittingacrime,itescapes

sosmartlyandmysteriouslythatinvestigatorshavenever

tracedthemarksofhispaws.

3.WhatareScotlandYardandFlyingSquad?Whyis

Macavitythebafflementanddespairforthem?

ScotlandYardandFlyingSquadarethemostpopularand

mostefficientcrimeinvestigatorsintheworld.Though

theyareproudoftheirachievementsinthehistoryof

crime,theymostshamefullyaccepttheirdefeatbefore

Macavity.Hence,thecatisbafflementforthem.



4.WhyisitsaidthatthereisnoonelikeMacavity?

ItissaidthatMacavityisnowherefortworeasons:Firstly

itisverydifficulttomeetamastervillainlikeMacavity

anywhereandthereisnoonewhoevermetMacavity;

anotherreasonisthatitisimpossibletomeetan

exceptionalcatlikeMacavityinthewholeworld.

5.HowdoesMacavitybreakthelawofgravity?

Asperthelawofgravity,everyobjectispulleddowntothe

earth’ssurfacebutMacavity,beingexceptional,floatsin

theairwithoutanysupport.

6.Whatdoyoumeanbythepoweroflevitation?Whom

doesMacavityamazewithhispoweroflevitation?How?

Levitationisthepowertofloatorflyintheair.Afakiris

endowedwithanumberofmagicalpowersandskillsbut

heisnotabletotameMacavitywhoalonehastheability

topracticethepoweroflevitation.

7.WhatdoyouunderstandaboutMacavitybeinga‘ginger

cat?’

Macavitybeingagingercatmeansitishighlyspiritedand

animated.Evenwhenitisseeminglyasleep,itiswide

awake.

8.WhydoesMacavityappeartobehalfasleep?

Averyimportantqualityofanexceptionalcriminalistobe

evervigilant.Beingthecriminalmastermind,an



internationallywantedcriminal,Macavityisawakeand

vigilantthoughheappearstobeasleep.

9.WhatgivesustheimpressionthatMacavity’sactions

areguidedbyhisrightjudgment?

Macavityspendsmostofitstimethinkingandplotting.

Hishiseyesaresunkenin,browisdeeplylinedwith

thought,hisheadishighlydoomed,hiscoatisdustyfrom

neglect,hiswhiskersareuncombedbecausehedoesn’t

haveallthattimetocareforhisbodyandappearance.He

iswhathisbrainis.

10.Apartfrom thinking,howdoesMacavitykeephis

enemiesaway?

Macavityseldom sleeps.Heswayshisheadfrom sideto

side,withmovementslikeasnake,observingtheleast

movements.Heappearstobeasleepbutthatisonlyto

foolhiscaptors,thepoliceandScotlandYard.Infactwhen

youthinkhe’shalfasleep,he’salwayswideawake.

11.Whydoesthepoetrepeatthefirstlineasbefore?

Thepoetimpliesdoublemeaning.Inthefirstplacehe

remindsusthatMacavityisanabsolutefictionandinthe

otherheglorifiesMacavitytobeauniquecatwhose

qualitiesarefoundinnoothercat.

12.Explain,“Heisafiendinfelineshape.”

Macavityhasthelooksofacat,butthat’sall.Infact



Macavityisadevil/fiendinthedisguiseofacat/feline.

13.WhydowehappentobelievethatMacavityistheone

behindmostcrimesinthetown?

ItiscommontalkinthetownthatMacavityisafiend,

plottingwickedness.Apartfrom this,onlyMacavityhas

theabilitytodisappearfrom thesceneofcrimesoswiftly

thatthemostefficientcrimeagenciesfailtogetaglimpse

ofhim.

14.WhatdoesMacavitydojustaftercommittingacrime?

Aftercommittingacrime,Macavityobliteratesallitsfoot

printsandothermarksofhisinvolvementandstealthily

disappearsfrom thescene.Soonafterthis,itreturnstoits

usualplaceandliesdownandseeminglysleepstoavoid

theattentionofthepeople.


