
PresentTense&itsUses

InEnglish,therearefourpresenttenses:simplepresent,present
perfect,presentcontinuous,andpresentperfectcontinuous.
Thesefourtenseshaveatotalof10differentuses.Here,we’ll
lookattheform andusesofeachtense.

SimplePresent

Form: Usethebaseform ofaverb,addinga/s/totheendofthe
verbifthesubjectissingular.(Unlesstheverbisirregular, in
whichcaseotherrulesmayapply.)
Uses:

 Use1:Actionsthatarehabitualorroutine
EXAMPLES: Thesun rises.I brush myteethtwiceaday.

 Use2:General,timelessfacts
EXAMPLES: Spiders make webs.Babies drink milk.

 Use3:Narrativestyle(usedwhenrecallingpasteventsor
announcingthingsthatarehappeninginthemoment)
EXAMPLES: SoI go tothestoreyesterday,andthe
clerk says “We’reclosed!”He hits thebaseballoutofthefield
and makes ahomerun!

 Use4:The“real”present(thingsthatarehappeningrightnow),
butONLYwhentheverbis stative.Stativeverbs*dealwiththe
waythesubjectis,insteadofwhatthesubjectdoes.
EXAMPLES: Thatcar looks old.They think that’sabadidea.

PresentPerfect

Form: Haveorhas+pastform ofaverb



Uses:
 Use1:Actionsthatstartedinthepast,continueintothepresent,

andmaycontinueintothefuture
EXAMPLES: Thechildren havefelt sickeversincetheyatelunch.
Myneighbor has lived nextdoortomefortwoyears.

 Use2:Separateactionsthathappenedinthepastandmay
happenagaininthe
future
EXAMPLES: Thatman hastraveled overseasseveraltimes.
We haveeaten atthatrestaurantonceortwice.

 Use3:Recentlycompletedactionsthatstillinfluencethings
happeninginthepresent
EXAMPLES: Thesun hasrisen andyouneedtowakeup.
They havefinished theirmeeting,sonowtheycango.

PresentContinuous

Form: Thepresenttenseof“tobe”(am/is/are)+verb+ing
Uses:

 Use1:The“real”present(thingsthatarehappeningrightnow),for
allverbsexceptstativeverbs
EXAMPLES: I am sitting downrightnow.Hecan’tcometothe
phonebecausehe is working.Youcan’tseethechildrenbecause
they arehiding.

 Use2:Temporaryactionsthatmaynotbehappeningrightnow,
buthavenotyetbeencompleted
EXAMPLES: I am taking anEnglishcourse.Thetruck is
being repaired.Plans are being made.

PresentPerfectContinuous

Form: Haveorhas+been+verb+ing



Uses:
 Use1:Actionsthatstartedinthepast,continueintothepresent,

andmaycontinueintothefuture(notethatthisistheexactsame
useandmeaningasUse1ofpresentperfect)
EXAMPLES: Thechildren havebeenfeeling sickeversincethey
atelunch.Myneighbour hasbeenliving nextdoortomefortwo
years.


