
TheLastBargain-RabindranathTagore

SolvedShortQuestionsandAnswers

1.Whoisthespeakerinthepoem “TheLastBargain”?
InRabindranathTagore’s“TheLastBargain”,thespeakeristhemanwho
isinsearchofajobforhimselfandiswalkingonthestreetsandasking
outtobehiredbysomeone.

2.Whydidthespeakerdenytheking’sproposal?
Attheveryoutsetofthepoem ithasbeen seenthatthespeakeris
denyingtheking’sproposalofhiringhim.Thisisbecausehebelievesthat
thereisnopowerwhichcanbindhim intheshackleofmerebondage.
Thisurgencyoffreedom inhim ledhim todenytheking’sproposal.

3.Whydidthespeakerturndowntheofferoftheoldman?
Anoldmanwithhisbagofgoldwantedtohirethespeakerwithalotof
money.Butthe speakerhad denied his proposalforthe temporary
existenceofmoneyinone’slife.Thespeakerismoreconsciousaboutthe
factthatafterspendingawayallthemoney,hewillbebereftofthework
again.

4.Whydidthefairmaidgobackaloneintothedark?
Likethepoweroftheking,themoneyoftheoldman,thecharm ofthefair
maidtooisverytemporaryregardingitsexistence.Hersweetsmileis
boundtobedriedawayintearswiththeduecourseoftime.Hence,the
fairmaid wentbackaloneinto thedarksincetheman rejected her
proposal.

5.Explainthephrase“Ihireyouwithnothing”.
Attheendofthepoem thespeakerisencounteringwithaninnocentchild.
Unlikethepreviouspower,moneyandlust,thechildwantstohirethe
speakerwithhisduesimplicity.Thissimplicityisnottobefadedaway
withtheduecourseoftime.

6.Howdidthespeakerfeelaftertalkingtothechildonthebeach?



Thechild’sinherentinnocencemadehim theepitomeofsimplicityinthis
materialisticworldofpower,money,andlust.Thespeakerhassensed
wellthechild’sinnerpowerofthatsimplicityandthathasmadehim free
from thebondageoftheharshworldlymaterialism.

LongQuestionandAnswer:

1.Howdoesthepowerandmoneygetcontrastedwiththeinnocence
inthepoem “TheLastBargain”?

Thepoem “TheLastBargain”byRabindranathTagoreexplorestheclear
contrastamong power,moneyand innocence.Apparentlypowerand
moneyarethedominatingforcesintheworld.Butthisdominancehas
beendefeatedbythealmightytime.Thepoetischalkingoutthispartial
existenceofpowerandmoneyinthisworld.Thespeakerinthepoem is
themedium throughwhom thiscontrastisgettingperturbedinabetter
way.

Initiallythepowerfulswordintheking’shand,thegrandeurofhisroyal
chariottriestoempowerthespeakerbyhiringhim,butitonlyexistedfora
fewmoments.Similarlytheoldmanwithhisbagofgoldtriestohirethe
speakerandmakehim hisslave.Eventhecharmingfairmaidalsoutilized
thescopetolurehim inherslavery,butthattoocouldbeignoredby
speakereasily.Atthefinalstageitcanbeseenthatthespeakerisbound
bythesimplicityofaninnocentchildplayingwithshellsinthesea-shore.
Theinnocenceofthechildgavehim thetasteoffreedom andnotthe
bondageofslavery.Thusthepowerandmoneygetcontrastedwiththe
innocenceinthepoem “TheLastBargain”.


