The Last Bargain- Rabindranath Tagore

Solved Short Questions and Answers

1. Who is the speaker in the poem “The Last Bargain”?

In Rabindranath Tagore’s “The Last Bargain”, the speaker is the man who
is in search of a job for himself and is walking on the streets and asking
out to be hired by someone.

2. Why did the speaker deny the king's proposal?
At the very outset of the poem it has been seen that the speaker is
denying the king's proposal of hiring him. This is because he believes that
there is no power which can bind him in the shackle of mere bondage.
This urgency of freedom in him led him to deny the king's proposal.

3. Why did the speaker turn down the offer of the old man?
An old man with his bag of gold wanted to hire the speaker with a lot of
money. But the speaker had denied his proposal for the temporary
existence of money in one’s life. The speaker is more conscious about the
fact that after spending away all the money, he will be bereft of the work
again.

4. Why did the fair maid go back alone into the dark?
Like the power of the king, the money of the old man, the charm of the fair
maid too is very temporary regarding its existence. Her sweet smile is
bound to be dried away in tears with the due course of time. Hence, the
fair maid went back alone into the dark since the man rejected her
proposal.

5. Explain the phrase “I hire you with nothing”.
At the end of the poem the speaker is encountering with an innocent child.
Unlike the previous power, money and lust, the child wants to hire the
speaker with his due simplicity. This simplicity is not to be faded away
with the due course of time.

6. How did the speaker feel after talking to the child on the beach?
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The child’s inherent innocence made him the epitome of simplicity in this
materialistic world of power, money, and lust. The speaker has sensed
well the child’s inner power of that simplicity and that has made him free
from the bondage of the harsh worldly materialism.

Long Question and Answer:

1. How does the power and money get contrasted with the innocence
in the poem “The Last Bargain”?

The poem “The Last Bargain” by Rabindranath Tagore explores the clear
contrast among power, money and innocence. Apparently power and
money are the dominating forces in the world. But this dominance has
been defeated by the almighty time. The poet is chalking out this partial
existence of power and money in this world. The speaker in the poem is
the medium through whom this contrast is getting perturbed in a better
way.

Initially the powerful sword in the king's hand, the grandeur of his royal
chariot tries to empower the speaker by hiring him, but it only existed for a
few moments. Similarly the old man with his bag of gold tries to hire the
speaker and make him his slave. Even the charming fair maid also utilized
the scope to lure him in her slavery, but that too could be ignored by
speaker easily. At the final stage it can be seen that the speaker is bound
by the simplicity of an innocent child playing with shells in the sea-shore.
The innocence of the child gave him the taste of freedom and not the
bondage of slavery. Thus the power and money get contrasted with the
innocence in the poem “The Last Bargain”.
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