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WorkingwithPoem
1:Readthefirststanzaandthink.
(i)IsMacavityacatreally?
(ii)Ifnot,whocanMacavitybe?
Ans:(i) No,Macavityisnotacatreally.
(ii) Macavityisjustafictionalcharactercreatedbythepoetwhoseactionsresemble
thoseofacrook’s.
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2:Completethefollowingsentences.
(i)Amastercriminalisonewho_________.
(ii)TheScotlandYardisbaffledbecause_________.
(iii)_________becauseMacavitymovesmuchfasterthanthem.
Ans:(i) Amastercriminalisonewho candefythelaw.
(ii) TheScotlandYardisbaffledbecause whenevertheyreachthesceneofcrime,they
cannotfindMacavity.
(iii) NobodycancatchMacavityatthesceneofcrime becauseMacavitymovesmuch
fasterthanthem.

3:”Acat,Iam sure,couldwalkonacloudwithoutcomingthrough”.(JulesVerne)
WhichlawisMacavitybreakinginthelightofthecommentabove?
Ans: Inthelightoftheabovecomment,Macavityisbreakingthelawofgravity.

4:Readstanza3,andthen,describeMacavityintwoorthreesentencesofyourown.
Ans: Macavityisagingercatwhoisverytallandthinwithsunkeneyesandbrowdeeply
linedwiththought.Whileitsheadishighlydomed,itscoatisdustyandwhiskersare
uncombed.Itswaysitsheadfrom side-to-sideanditisalwayswideawakeevenwhen
onethinksthatitishalf-asleep.
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5: Say‘False’or‘True’foreachofthefollowingstatements.
(i)Macavityisnotanordinarycat.
(ii)Macavitycannotdowhatafakircaneasilydo.
(iii)Macavityhassupernaturalpowers.
(iv)Macavityiswell-dressed,smartandbright.
(v)Macavityisaspy,atricksterandacriminal,allrolledinone.
Ans:(i) True
(ii) False
(iii) True
(iv) False
(v) True

6:Havingreadthepoem,trytoguesswhetherthepoetisfondofcats.Ifso,whydoes
hecallMacavityafiendandmonster?
Ans: Yes,itseemslikethepoetisfondofcats.HecallsMacavitya‘fiend’anda
‘monster’becausehemighthavewantedtoportrayanevilside.Hemighthaveuseda
catinordertocreateanegativecharacterwhoisacriminalandescapeseasilyfrom
police.Thequickmovementsofacatanditsmysteriouseyesmighthaveinfluenced
him tocreatethisevilcharacterintheform ofacat.
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7: Hasthepoetusedexaggerationforspecialeffect?Findafewexamplesofitand
readthoselinesaloud.
Ans: Yes,thepoethasusedexaggerationssuchasthecat’sdefianceofgravityandit
beingcalleda‘monsterofdepravity’anda‘fiend’inordertoenhancethemystery
surroundingthecat.Sincethecatisshowntobesuper-fastasnobodyfrom the
ScotlandYardtotheflyingsquadcancatchitonthesceneofcrime,these
exaggerationshavebeenusedbyEliottolaystressonthismonstrousaswellas



surprisingandmysteriousnatureofMacavity.
Examples:

(i) ‘He’sthebafflementofScotlandYard,theFlyingSquad’sdespair’.
(ii) ‘Hebreaksthelawofgravity’.
(iii) ‘Hispowersoflevitationwouldmakeafakirstare.’
(iv) ‘He’safiendinfelineshape,amonsterofdepravity.’


