CH-1
RESOURCE AND DEVEOPMENT
EXTRA QUESTION ANSWER
1. Do you think that resources are free gifts of nature? Justify.
Ans. Resources are not free gifts of nature. They are a function & result of human activities. Human beings themselves are components of resources. They transform available material in environment with the help of technology and use them.
2. What are the importance of resources? 
Ans. i) They are important for human survival.
ii) They maintain the quality of life.
iii) Resources help to maintain the environmental balance and satisfy the needs to the fullest.
iv) They are important for the development of any country. Eg. To generate energy one country need fossil fuels.
3. Why is resource planning essential?
 Ans. Resource planning is essential for sustainable existence of all forms of lives.
4. Explain the three major problems that has resulted due to the indiscriminate use of resources by human being.
Ans. resources are vital for human survival as well as for maintaining the quality of life. It was believed that resources are free gifts of nature. As a result, human beings used them indiscriminately and this has led to the following major problems.
i) Depletion of resources for satisfying the greed of few individuals.
ii) Accumulation of resources in few hands which in turn divided the society into two segments i.e. haves and have nots or rich and poor.
iii) Indiscriminate explanation of resources has led to global ecological crisis such as global warming , Ozone layer depletion, environmental pollution and land degradation.

5. What is Agenda 21? What are the objectives?
Ans. Agenda 21 is a non binding action plan of United Nations with regard to sustainable development. It is a product of the Earth Summit held in Rio De Janerio , Brazil in 1992. 
         The objectives or aims are:  
i. Achieving Global Sustainable Development. 
 ii. Combat environmental damage, poverty, disease through global co-operation on common interest, mutual need and shared responsibilities.   
iii. Every Local Government should draw its own local Agenda 21.

6. What was the main concern of Gandhiji about resource conservation? 
Ans. Resources are vital for any developmental activity. But irrational consumption and over-utilization
of resources may lead to socio-economic and environmental problems. Gandhiji was very apt in voicing his concern about resource conservation in these words:
i) “There is enough for everybody’s need and not for any body’s greed.” 
ii) He placed the greedy and selfish individuals and exploitative nature of modern technology as the root cause for resource depletion at the global level. 
iii) He was against mass production and wanted to replace it with the production by the masses.

7. “India is rich in certain types of resources but deficient in some other resources” support your answer with examples. 
Ans. In a country like India, which has enormous diversity in the availability of resources,  There are regions which are rich in certain types of resources but are deficient in some other resources. There are some regions which can be considered self sufficient in terms of the availability of resources and there are some regions which have acute shortage of some vital resources. For example, 
i) The states of Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh are rich in minerals and coal deposits. 
ii) Arunachal Pradesh has abundance of water resources but lacks in infrastructural development. 
iii) The state of Rajasthan is very well endowed with solar and wind energy but lacks in water resources. 
iv) The cold desert of Ladakh is relatively isolated from the rest of the country. It has very rich cultural heritage but it is deficient in water, infrastructure and some vital minerals. 
This calls for balanced resource planning at the national, state, regional and local levels. 

8. What are the three stages of resource planning in India OR Why is resource planning a complex process? 
Ans. Resource planning is a complex process which involves: (i) identification and inventory of resources across the regions of the country. This involves surveying, mapping and qualitative and quantitative estimation and measurement of the resources. (ii) Evolving a planning structure endowed with appropriate technology, skill and institutional set up for implementing resource development plans. (iii) Matching the resource development plans with overall national development plans.

9. Why is the conservation of resources essential OR why is it essential to have resource planning?
Ans. Resource planning is the widely accepted strategy for judicious use of resources. It has importance in a country like India which has enormous diversity in the availability of resources. There are some regions which can be considered self sufficient in terms of the availability of resources and there are some regions which have acute shortage of some vital resources. 
Conservation of resources are essential because: 
i) Some resources like minerals are non-renewable and need conservation for future generation.
ii) Resources are vital for any developmental activity.
iii) Irrational consumption and over utilization of resources may lead to socio economic and environmental problems.
iv) Natural resources are the main source of our daily needs and it’s limited only.
v) Resources are over exploited by some greedy and selfish individuals, which are needed to be stopped.
10. Name the factors determining the land use pattern in India.
Ans. The use of land is determined both by physical factors such as topography, climate, and soil types as well as human factors such as population density, technological capability and culture and traditions etc.

11.  Explain the importance of variety of relief features in India.
Ans. India has land under a variety of relief features, namely; mountains, plateaus, plains and islands. About 43 per cent of the land area is plain, which provides facilities for agriculture and industry. Mountains account for 30 per cent of the total surface area of the country and ensure perennial flow of some rivers, provide facilities for tourism and ecological aspects. About 27 per cent of the area of the country is the plateau region. It possesses rich reserves of minerals, fossil fuels and forests.

12. Discuss the types of Wasteland or degraded land in India.
Ans. At present, there are about 130 million hectares of degraded land in India. Approximately, 28 per cent of it belongs to the category of forest degraded area, 56 per cent of it is water eroded area and the rest is affected by saline and alkaline deposits. Some human activities such as deforestation, over grazing, mining and quarrying too have contributed significantly in land degradation.

13. What are the causes of Land Degradation? How can we stop it? 
Ans. the causes of Land Degradation are- 
i) Mining sites are abandoned after excavation work is complete leaving deep scars and traces of over-burdening. In states like Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Orissa deforestation due to mining have caused severe land degradation. 
ii) In states like Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra overgrazing is one of the main reasons for land degradation. 
iii) In the states of Punjab, Haryana, western Uttar Pradesh, over irrigation is responsible for land degradation due to water logging leading to increase in salinity and alkalinity in the soil. 
iv) The mineral processing like grinding of limestone for cement industry and calcite and soapstone for ceramic industry generate huge quantity of dust in the atmosphere. It retards the process of infiltration of water into the soil after it settles down on the land. 
v) In recent years, industrial effluents as waste have become a major source of land and water pollution in many parts of the country.

There are many ways to solve the problems of land degradation. 

i) Afforestation and proper management of grazing can help to some extent. 
ii) Planting of shelter belts of plants, control on over grazing, stabilization of sand dunes by growing thorny bushes are some of the methods to check land degradation. 
iii) Proper management of waste lands, control of mining activities, proper discharge and disposal of industrial effluents and wastes after treatment can reduce land and water degradation in industrial and suburban areas.

14. Importance of land
Ans. We live on land, we perform our economic activities on land and we use it in different ways. Thus, land is a natural resource of utmost importance. It supports natural vegetation, wild life, human life, economic activities, and transport and communication systems. However, land is an asset of a finite magnitude, therefore, it is important to use the available land for various purposes with careful planning.

15. Define Sustainable development

Ans. Sustainable economic development means ‘development should take place without damaging the environment, and development in the present should not compromise with the needs of the future generations.’
